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B
eing able to anticipate 
damaged road surfaces and 
hazards is an integral part of 
safe riding. 

Keep a look out for road signs 
– they are valuable assets when 
riding, however many hazards are not 
signposted. It’s easy to become fixated 
by road hazards – but always keep 
your eyes and head up and look where 
you want to go. Here are some of the 
hazards you will face this summer:

ROAD WORKS 
These seem to pop up everywhere on 
our roads in the summer.

• Maintain a generous following distance 
to avoid dust and flying stones 

• If there are wheel tracks, ride in these 
as the surface will be firmer 

• Select a lower gear so you ‘drive’ 
through the road works

• Avoid using brakes if possible, but if 
unavoidable, use gentle front brake 

as long as you are upright or gentle 
rear brake without locking it

OIL AND DIESEL
You can usually see the colour of oil or 
diesel on the road, especially if it’s wet. 
Avoid riding through it if possible, but if 
you can’t avoid it:
• Ride through as straight and upright 

as possible, the least amount of lean 
angle gives you more grip on your 
tyres

• Avoid braking at all while on this 
surface

SLIPPERY SURFACES
These can be:
• Melted tar
• Road paint (when wet)
• Puddles, potholes or manhole covers
• Road grit
• Cattle excrement (from those 

infamous cattle trucks that are still 
allowed to spread it on the highways)

• Shiny tarmac or concrete

For these hazards you will need to:
• Ride through as upright and as 

straight as possible
• Avoid braking at all while on these 

surfaces
• Slow down beforehand if possible
• Keep looking where you want to go

If you come across a hazard mid 
corner, you may need to ‘stand the bike 
up’ and then lean it over again once 
you are past the hazard. Ensure you 
can do this safely without crossing the 
centre line or running off the road.

RECRUIT ALL OF  
YOUR SENSES
You need to recruit all your senses 
to be able to anticipate road hazards 
when riding, you should be able to 
instantly determine if any road surface 
is sealed or graveled, dry, wet or icy, or 
has patches of oil, diesel or grit.  

Tune into your environment and read 
the road ahead of you.

 

 

 

 
TOURS 

“Scenic Shop & Spa” Tour 
 11 – 14 Feb, 2011     (3 nghts/4 days)  $1195 p.person 

Takes in the best of the top of the south, including Queen Charlotte 
Sounds, beautiful Nelson, a Spa retreat and the stunning Golden Bay 

“Historic Wild West” Tour 
 18 – 21 Mar, 2011      (3 nghts/4 days)           $1195 p.person 

From Queen Charlotte sounds to Nelson before heading to the 
breathtaking West coast, Punakaiki blowholes and a night in a historic 
West Coast hotel. 

“Wine, Whales & Heartland” Tour 
 15 – 18 April, 2011     (3 nghts/4 days)          $1595 p.person 

Enjoy a Wine tour in Marlborough, the spectacular Kaikoura coast and 
Whale watching, Hamner Springs and stunning Lewis pass to Nelson 

 Limited to 6 Riders per Tour – own motorcycle required. 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

The 4 day Ultimate “Girly Getaway” 
 Ride your bike through spectacular South Island scenery & roads  

 Enjoy fun activities & great times with a small group of 6 ladies 

 Daily personalised rider coaching by Karel Pavich 

 Backup vehicle & support crew to carry your luggage 

 

 

 

 

 

Go to  www.prorider.co.nz  to book your place.   
Spaces are Limited, so don’t delay.  Ph Karel 03 545 2299  or 027 699 8089 

These dates don’t suit?  Ask about your own personalised group tour. 
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